[image: image1.jpg]Il Sole

del

energia nuova e pace per i popoli del Nord e del Sud

mediterraneo




The Mediterranean Sun
New Energy and Peace for North and South Peoples

Palermo 30 – 31 May 2003

Cepes and Sicilian Association of Workers in Metallurgical Industries (FIOM), with the collaboration of ARCI, Attac – Sicily, the Trade Union Headquarters of Palermo, the Mediterranean Studies Centre, the “Giuseppe Impastato” Sicilian Centre of Documentation , Ciss, Cobas, the Environmentalist Forum, Istituto Gramsci Siciliano, Legambiente and No global people of Palermo and Catania promote the meeting “The Mediterranean Sun - New Energy and Peace for North and South Peoples”. This meeting comes after that one organized on November 2002, which dealt with the subject of the relationship between Europe and the Mediterranean area in view of the European Social Forum of Florence, to underline the necessity of not limiting the sphere of influence of the European Union but to consider the necessity of building a community of the European and Mediterranean peoples for a peaceful sea, without wars, without weapons, without dominations.

This necessity has been shared and underlined by many representatives of the Mediterranean countries who took part to the meeting: Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Spain, Israel, Palestine, France and etc.

About this subject, this meeting wants to lay stress on a basic matter as the energetic problem is. Everywhere the economic development based on non-renewable energy is considered to be at the final phase: the development based on the coal, that during the nineteenth century was the first source for producing steel and for moving the steam-engines,  and that one based on the oil that in the twentieth century, first of all in the U.S.A, has supplemented and then replaced the coal.

At the basis of these remarks there are two end-reasons: 

a The proclaimed environmental unsustainability of the prolonged use of these two sources of energy responsible for: hothouse effect, industrial pollution, disasters to the sea because of the oil carriage, etc.

b The next accomplishment (and for some areas it has already been taking place as in the U.S.A. and in the North Sea) of the productive summit of the oil fields, or better, of the decreasing phase for the quantity and of the increasing phase for extraction costs, whets the actual race to gain the last and more long - lived oil fields and the relative main roads sited in the Middle East.

The actual conflictual phase, that takes root in energetic issue, brings about, stronger than in the past time, the requirement of changing to renewable and cleaner sources of energy, based on solar energy (hydroelectric energy, wind energy, biomass, photovoltaic) to use directly, and, in a second phase, in order to produce electric energy to transform in the main future fuel: the hydrogen.

The Mediterranean Sea both in the European zone and African coast is an ideal habitat for the production of photovoltaic energy that requires the presence of not populated and deserted large surfaces. In fact, in the south of the Mediterranean Sea, from the Atlantic to the Red Sea, there is a potential of solar energy equal in considerable number to the world oil production, like Rubbia, the Nobel Prize winner, has recently remembered too.

About the Hydrogen production, first of all for the photovoltaic one, the Mediterranean Sea has the same natural and favourable conditions that there were in the nineteenth century, for example, in the Ruhr about coal and steel and, in the twentieth century, in Texas about oil.It can be the centre and the beginning of a new phase of economical development that can see, in the same time, the development of a typology of production, the decentralized use of hydrogen in the South Europe and a production in the countries of the Mediterranean southern coasts.
This type of project can’t be realized neither by only a European or African country nor can be produced spontaneously through a market that is ruled by economic strengths (greatly submitted to the oil and cars multinational corporation), and by political and social strengths that have a great interest in stopping every alternative to the oil. In the 1995, at Barcelona, the matter of cooperation of European union with the other countries of Mediterranean dock has been discussed.

This cooperation, in a period of eight years, hasn’t given real effect because has been chosen the road of the free trade, failed and opposed in other parts of the world.

Now, it is necessary to tackle the problems of the changing of the energetic development model through community, and not only, shapes of collaboration, that makes possible to confront the problem of experimentation and the problem of the economic and financial support to the projects and to the initiatives in order to change the economy of south and north countries.

 During this our meeting we hope to have the presence of representatives of great European labour and environmentalist organizations, the presence of representatives of Mediterranean countries and of the democratic national and community institutions. 

During the Meeting will be discussed four matters:

1. Positive synergies between the two Mediterranean coasts

2. Take-off of the renewable sources of energy and the setting of using for hydrogen

3. Alternative energies: hydrogen and social changes. The role of the movements and of the democratic institutions.

4. Proposals for a community of European and Mediterranean peoples for alternative energies.

It isn’t possible to build a different world without changing the energetic model based on coal and oil.

These persons have already supported the organizing committee of the meeting:

Mario Agostinelli, Giuseppe Barbera, Federico Butera, Nicola Cipolla, Gemma Contin, Marinella Correggia, Paolo Degli Espinosa, Giuseppe Di Lello,.Claudio Fava, Fabrizio Giovenale, Abbes Hannachi, Rafael Madueno, Angela Marino, Gianni Mattioli, Alessandra Mecozzi, Emilio Molinari, Roberto Musacchio, Gianni Naggi, Vincenzo Naso, Sandro Notargiovanni, Saliha Ouzzir, Edo Ronchi, Giorgio Riolo, Franco Russo, Rino Russo, Guido Sacconi, Massimo Scalia, Massimo Serafini, Gianni Silvestrini, Areski Souak, Pierluigi Sullo, Claude Turmes, Anna Maria Valentino, Nichy Vendola, Gianni Vernetti, Luigi Vinci, Maurizio Zipponi, Myrsini Zorba.

At national level these associations have supported :

Legambiente, Sinistra ecologista, Environmentalist Forum, Di Vittorio Foundation, Punto Rosso association, Quale Energia, Fiom, Capitalismo Natura Socialismo, Carta, Federconsumatori, FINLE-CGIL,Altragricoltura.
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